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EXT. SMALL HOUSE ON A LAKE: DAY
CHI LDREN (ages 3-10 year old) PLAY on a swing set. CHERYL
MCMANUS ( 20- sonet hi ng worman) TENDS to her garden
EXT. HOUSE NEXT DOOR: DAY
TWO PECPLE ( GUNNERY SERGEANT MATT (40 sonet hing 20 year
vet eran) AND SARAH THOWPSON (40 sonet hi ng wonen) in ful
di vi ng gear SNEAK out of the backdoor of the
garage. Hearing the activity next door, they stop along the
treeline. One pulls out a cell phone and dials.
EXT. SMALL HOUSE ON A LAKE: DAY
The phone rings in the house. The Cheryl goes inside.

CHERYL

(answering the phone)
Hel | o.

The person on the other end hangs up.

EXT HOUSE NEXT DOOR: DAY

Once Cheryl is inside. The two people silently walk into the
wat er and vani sh beneath the surface.

EXT. SMALL HOUSE ON A LAKE: DAY

Cheryl wal ks out of her house and | ooks around.

EXT. HOUSE NEXT DOOR: DAY

Through the patio doors, a couch with a 20 sonethi ng man
laying on it bursts into flanme. Snoke begins to accunul at e.

EXT. OPERATI ON HOVE BASE: DAY

"Operation Hone Base" has been stenciled on the front w ndow
of an old building. Fromthe parking lot next to it, A
WOVAN PUSHI NG A TODDLER I N A STROLLER wal ks to the front

door and goes i nsi de.



| NT. OPERATI ON HOVE BASE: DAY

The small waiting area is full of people. DEN SE O DELL
SITS at the desk. She is talking to AN ELDERLY MAN. The
woman and toddler stand in |ine behind him WALTER HUMVEL
WALKS to the front door with DEACON (DEEK) WLLIAMS. Wl ter
answers his phone. Denise hands the man forns to fil

out. The woman wal ks to the desk. Walter and Deek tal k.

WOVAN W TH TODDLER
Can you help ne? 1’ve been every
where el se. The water heater just
st opped working. M husband coul d
fix it if he was at home. But he's
tour was extended.

Walter wal ks i nside. Deek wal ks back down t he sidewal k.

DENI SE
| can’t prom se, but let nme see
what we can do.
(picking up the phone)
Just a sec.

Smling, Walter walks up. He returns it to the cradle.

WALTER
Let it be a surprise.

Walter wal ks toward the back. Denise picks up the phone.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM DAY

The small room has several wi ndows |over |ooking a fenced in
grassy area. Several children play in a make shift
pl ayground. ELAI NE REYNOLDS HANGS up the phone.

ELAI NE
Walter’'s here for our decision. |I'm
inclined to accept.

MARTI N FLYI NG CROW BANGS his fist on the table. The
vibration spills M CHAEL WOODSMAN' S cof f ee.

MARTI N
(Angrily)
The son of a bitch can't be
trust ed!

M CHAEL
(trying to save his paperworKk)
We got it already. You hate the
guy. Chill.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

LORELEI STEWART STANDS and retrieves paper towel fromthe
cabi net .

MARTI N
(Sarcastic)
Weren’t you the one who wanted to
shoot hi n?

M CHAEL
| got over it.

ELAI NE
Oh really? Wihen did this happen?

M CHAEL
When he offered me in witing
direct access to the VA director
and all their records.

LORELEI
(giving the rol
| have to admit. It’
pass up.

| to M chael)
s too good to

ELAI NE
| was thinking the sane thing. But
it has to be unani nous.

M CHAEL
Martin knows Hunmel the best. |
defer to his judgnent.

LORELEI
Martin, what happened in Nan?
ELAI NE
| was wondering that nyself. If we

knew what it was, we would be abl e-

| NT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE THE CONFERENCE ROOM DAY
Walter listens at the door.

ELAI NE ( OS)
W started Operation Hone Base
because we saw a need and wanted to
hel p. Working with them we could so
much nore.

MARTI N ( OS)
W' d be nmaking a deal with the
devi | .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

M CHAEL ( OS)
W’ ve all done things we aren’t
proud of.

MARTI N ( OS)

Sone nore than others.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM DAY

LORELEI
Martin, what are you sayi ng?

MARTI N
| saying, they are worth it. 1'1]
barter whatever soul | have left to
make sure there isn't one nore |ike

ne.

Lorelei hugs Martin. Although he reluctantly allows her, he
doesn’t reciprocate.

| NT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE THE CONFERENCE ROOMt DAY
VWalter continues to |isten.

ELAI NE ( OS)
Shall we vote?

MARTI N ( OS)
No need. Hummel, you can cone in.
You have a deal .

Wal ter covers his annoyance before opening the door.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM DAY
Walter walks in with a flourish.

WALTER
You al ways did have the nost
amazi ng hearing.
(Seeing the spilled coffee)
Pr obl ens?

MARTI N
Not until you showed up.

Walter grabs Martin' s hand and shakes it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

WALTER
Have you signed the contract yet?

VWalter releases Martin's hand and wal ks to Elaine. Martin
counts his fingers.

WALTER
(to Martin)
Don't worry they’'re all there.

MARTI N
There’s one 1'd | ove to give you.

WALTER
(of fering Elaine a pen)
|”msure there is.

ELAI NE
Not yet.

WALTER
W' re going to do great things
together! It’s also no secret that
the systemis broken.

M CHAEL
Ww A politician admtting a
m st ake wi thout a Congressiona
hearing. There is a God.

ELAI NE
What is the Advocate position?

WALTER
It’s not what you think. You will
have total control over your
departnents. The Advocate wi ||
control the rest.

ELAI NE
The rest of what?

WALTER
The ot her departnents. Legal aid.
The Casualty team Red Cross

Liaison. He will run the office.
M CHAEL

A glorified office manager?
WALTER

You make this work here and every

state in the union will have its

own Qperation Hone Base.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

LORELEI
We have conplete control ?

WALTER
That’s what the contract says.

MARTI N
Wiy does the mlitary suddenly want
to help us?

VWALTER
Rel ax, Martin. The mlitary has
nothing to do with this. I'ma
civilian and so is Val hall a.
MARTI N
You will always bl eed green.
WALTER

Your organi zation has little nore
t han not hing, yet you are stil
maki ng a difference.

MARTI N

You nmean maki ng waves.
WALTER

That t oo.
ELAI NE

You never answered the
guestion. Wy us?

WALTER
Fine. Valhalla is a group
i nfluential individuals who cone
from busi ness, politics and yes,
retired mlitary who just want to
hel p.

M CHAEL
VWhat’' s the hurry?

WALTER
Hurry? Don’t you think this is past
due?
M chael nods and signs.
ELAI NE
[’ min.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

LORELEI

(signs)
Me too.

Walter takes the contract to Martin.

MARTI N
| don’t trust you.

VWALTER
(hol ds out the contract)
Are you going to nmake the wounded
warriors suffer because you can’'t
|l et go of the past?

MARTI N
(Slowly turning around)
If this is another trick-

WALTER
No trick. It’s straight up.

Rel uctantly, Martin signs.

M CHAEL
If it doesn’t work, we can al ways
start over.

WALTER
(Taking the contract)
Not a ringing endorsenent, but [’

take it.

MARTI N
If | regret this, | prom se that
you wll regret it nore.

Wal ter signs the contract and tucks it into the inner pocket
of his suit jacket.

MARTI N
[’1l nake the announcenent.

Martin | eaves.

WALTER
Now that the formalities are out of
the way. | need you to start now.

There was a house fire with a death
at Gunnery Sergeant Matt Thonpson
and his wife’'s home. H s son was
killed. It’s listed as suspi cious.
The NCIS teamis already on scene.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

LORELEI
| arranged safe haven for his
daughter-in-Iaw and grandson this

nor ni ng.

ELAI NE
What Deputy Sheriff caught the
cal |l ?

WALTER
Donal d MO oud. Heard of hinf

M CHAEL
Everyone in the country knows the
| ackass.

VWALTER

( Conf used)

What’' s his deal ?

ELAI NE
He has a grudge agai nst the
Mar i nes.

M CHAEL

(sarcastically)
Uncle Sheriff hired himto keep the
streets safe when the Marines
turned hi m down.

LORELEI
Ever since he has gone out of his
way to make |ife mserable for
everyone connected to the mlitary.

WALTER
Good thing | sent the Advocate
ahead.

M CHAEL
Advocat e?

VWALTER
(wWal king toward the door)
He arrived this nmorning. Did I
forget to nention it? Silly me. If
one of you will navigate, |1
drive.

Walter exits.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

M CHAEL
What the hell did we just do?



