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| NT. OLD MOVI E THEATRE LOBBY: DAY

A d and badly maintai ned | obby of a vaudevillian theater
that was converted into a novie theater. SHANNON (a nervous
woman in her late teens) UNLOCKS the door and rel ocks it
behi nd her. She slowy wal ks into the vestibul e.

| NT. THEATER VESTI BULE: DAY

Shannon stops at the door, leading to the dark
auditorium WLLIAM (dynam c 60-sonet hi ng man) WALKS from
the office and turns on the vestibule |ights.

SHANNON
(startl ed/ angry)
How did you get in?

W LLI AM
(teasi ng)
Through the door just |ike you. W
expected you earlier. W wanted to
give you a grand send off.

SHANNON
Are you fromthe hone office?

W LLI AM
You can say that.

SHANNON
We didn’'t expect you.

W LLI AM
Last | ook around?

SHANNON
" mnot sure |’ m | eaving.

W LLI AM
(surprised and confused)
Way pray tell not?

SHANNON
| can go next year.
(looking into the auditorium
It needs ne.

W LLI AM
(ki ndly)
You aren’t the first to call it

home. Many people |Iike us found
our place here.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

SHANNON
What do you nean people |Iike us?

W LLI AM
The actors, the nusicians, the
singers, the dancers, the witers
i ke you, all those believed their
talents could make a difference in
spite of the odds.

SHANNON
It’s a dream Not hing nore.

W LLI AM
Tal ent you have. What you | ack the
skills to make it real. The
university will give you the
know edge that you lack. [It’s okay
to be afraid. The unknown is
scary.

SHANNON
(facing himdefiantly)
| m not scared!

W LLI AM
Yes you are. But it’s
okay. That’'s when we |learn the
nost .

SHANNON
| can’'t.

W LLI AM
Fear can notivate or hold you back.
Letting it stop you bl ocks the
flow It’s tine for you to nove on
to make room for the next one. Just
i ke roomwas nmade for you. Until
you do, neither can anyone el se.

SHANNON
That’s not fair! |I'mnot ready!

Shannon runs to the office door and opens it.
W LLI AM
If you weren’t, you wouldn’t have
applied. They wouldn’t have
accepted you.

Shannon turns. WIIliam has di sappeared. She slowy wal ks
back to the auditoriumand | ooks inside.
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CONTI NUED: 3.

SHANNON
| wish it were true.

The house lights slowy cone up. Confused, Shannon wal ks down
t he aisle.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM DAY

The PI ANO PLAYER (Confident m d 20-sonethi ng nman) begins
pl aying the piano in the orchestra pit. Shannon wal ks
toward him An USHER (rman in late teens dressed in an
anti que uni formwho | ooks |ike a younger WIlliam GREETS
her.

USHER
"Bout time you got her. We were
wai ting for you.

SHANNON
(startl ed)
What’ s goi ng on?

Shannon follows himto the front row

USHER
It’s your going away cel ebrati on.
W' re very |ate.

The house |ights go down as the stage |ights go up.
USHER ( CONT. )

(sitting in a seat)
We had to cancel sone of acts.

SHANNON
Who' s we?
USHER
(pointing to the stage)

Shush.

The nusic changes. The curtains part. Dressed as a hobo, a
M ME (70 somet hing man) DANCES a soft shoe. The Piano Pl ayer
flirts with Shannon. She flirts back.

USHER
(annoyed he points at the
st age)
He’ s al ways been one of the best.

Sni ckering, the Piano player speeds up. The M ne keeps up
wi th conplicated dance step
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CONTI NUED: 4.

SHANNON
He’ s amazi ng.
USHER
He only dances for very speci al

peopl e.

The M ne fakes falling down and waggl es his finger at the
Pi ano Pl ayer. The Usher and Shannon | augh. The M ne fakes
seeing themfor first tine and notions for her to join him

USHER ( CONT. )
(surprised)
Ww He's inviting up. ol

Shannon shakes her head.

SHANNON
| can’t dance.

Putting his hand on his his chest, the Mnme mmcs his heart
beati ng.

USHER ( CONT. )
(pushi ng her)
It’s a very special honor.

The Pi ano Pl ayer encourages her to go up. Reluctantly,
Shannon goes on stage. The M nme teaches her the basic
steps. The Piano Pl ayer plays. Shannon and the M ne

dance. The Usher and those behind the curtain cheer. The
song ends. The Mne walks toward the curtain opening. He
kisses MR AM (a colorfully dressed 60 sonethi ng wonman) as
he exits and she ENTERS.

M Rl AM
|’mthe Amazing Mriam |’ m going
to tell your future

SHANNON
You' re a psychic?

M Rl AM
Mentalist darling. | see all and
tell all.

M ME

(poking his head out between
t he curtai ns)
Li ke anyone coul d keep you qui et.
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CONTI NUED: 5.

M Rl AM
M nmes are silent.

The M ne nmakes a funny face at her and cl oses the curtains
with a flourish.

SHANNON
(sarcastic)
Right, 1"mgoing to be rich,
famous, and fall in love with the
sexiest man in the worl d.

USHER
You're to young for ne.

M Rl AM
Such a cynic at such a young
as. No matter.

SHANNON
W' re sane age!

USHER
Actually, 1I'm-

M Rl AM

(cutting himoff)
Billy be nicel

SHANNON
| know nmy future. I’mgoing to stay
and rebuild the theater back to its
gl ory days.

M Rl AM
Au contraire. Your destiny lies
el sewhere.

(1 ooking into Shannon’ s eyes)
| see sadness and | oneliness. For a
long tine, you felt this way. |
hear others telling you not to
try. You'll never be good enough.

Crying, Shannon tries to | eave the stage.

M Rl AM ( CONT. )
It’s all alie. They were afraid to
try. And now they are trying to
stop you so they feel better about
their choices. But nmy sweet girl,
even now, you have an amazi ng
talent. You will get your w sh, but
not in the way you expect.
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CONTI NUED: 6.

M ME (CS)
Geeze, tal king about making a point
the hard way. Just tell her that
not trying neans failure.

M Rl AM
But when you try and keep trying
you never really fail.

M ME (OS)
Geeze!

SHANNON
But why do | have to |l eave? | can
work here and still wite.

M riam shakes her head.

M ME
(wal ki ng out)
Your real stories are out there
waiting for you to be able to tel
t hem

USHER
| didn't want to | eave either.
Wr ki ng here was confortable. But
if I hadn’t...| wouldn’t have found
what | was actually | ooking for.

Di stant bangs echo. The Piano Pl ayer starts playing a waltz.
The Usher hel ps Shannon of f the stage.

SHANNON
| don't want it to be over.
USHER
(wal king onto the stage)
It’s not over. It’s just
begi nni ng.
M ME

You' re now part of the

famly. Talent speaks to talent.
We stand with each ot her when chips
are down and cel ebrate when the
good tines roll in. Renenber that
and you' ||l always have soneone in
your corner.

M Rl AM
For a mne you sure talk a lot.
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CONTI NUED: 7.

M ME
(ki ssing her cheek)
You ny darling give ne a lot to
say.

Mriam The Mnme and The Usher exit through the part in the
curtains. The nusic stops. The Piano player wal ks to
Shannon.

SHANNON
| know you.

Pl ANO PLAYER
You will.

He ki sses her.

Pl ANO PLAYER
See ya later.

SHANNON
Don’'t | eave.

Pl ANO PLAYER
W' Il neet again.
(whi spering in her ear)
|’mreal. And I'’mwaiting for you

He qui ckly ki sses her again and di sappears behind the
curtain. The bangi ng becones nore insistent. Shannon runs
out as the stage lights fade out.

| NT. THEATER VESTI BULE: DAY

Shannon stops at the auditoriumdoor and stares into the
darkness. She sm | es. The bangi ng conti nues.

I NT. OLD MOVI E THEATRE LOBBY: DAY

Taki ng the keys from her pocket, Shannon enters fromthe
vesti bul e. KAREN (wonen in her late 20’'s) and STEVE (man in

his early 20's) WAIT outside the door. She unlocks the door
and they enter.

SHANNON
Sorry. | was having a last |ook
around.

KAREN

Last | ook? Wo you ki ddi ng?
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CONTI NUED: 8.

SHANNON
(giving the keys to Steve)
Your turn.

STEVE
Aren’t you going to help nme?

Shannon shakes her head.

STEVE (CONT.)
|’mstill having troubl e opening
t he safe.

SHANNON
Then you’ d best get too it.

Rel uctantly Steve takes the keys and wal ks to the vesti bul e.

KAREN
What are you going to do?

SHANNON
Cl ean out ny desk. Eat popcorn and
wat ch the novie.
(wal king to the front door)

But first, I'"mgoing to say
good-bye to the rest of the
town. | don't think I'll be back.
(stoppi ng)
Make nme a special batch of popcorn.
KAREN
(anmused)
You' re never going to eat popcorn
agai n.
SHANNON
Not here.

Shannon | eaves.



